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Preface
Discrete geometry plays an expanding role in the fields of shape modeling, image synthesis and image analysis. It deals
with topological and geometric definitions of digitized objects or digitized images and provides both a theoretical and a
computational framework for computer imaging. DGCI 2006, the 13th International Conference on Discrete Geometry for
Computer Imagery, was held in Szeged, Hungary, October 25–27, 2006. More than 50 regular and poster presentations and
three invited lectures given by internationallywell-known speakerswere presented to almost one hundred participants and
initiated many friendly and fruitful discussions in a familiar environment.
The papers for this Special Issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics were invited based on recommendations by the DGCI
Steering Committee. Most papers included in this issue are based on works presented at the conference. All papers were
thoroughly refereed for quality and suitability for DAM according to the standards set out by the journal.
We would like to take this opportunity to thank the sponsors of the DGCI 2006 conference in Szeged. Funding was
provided by the International Association of Pattern Recognition (IAPR), the Hungarian National Office for Research and
Technology and the Institute of Informatics, University of Szeged. We thank the members of the DGCI 2006 Steering
Committee, Eric Andres, Gabriella Sanniti di Baja, Achille Braquelaire, Gunilla Borgefors, Jean-Marc Chassery and Annick
Montanvert for their help in selecting the papers from the conference that were invited for this Special Issue. We also
gratefully acknowledge thework of the referees of the papers included in this issue, namely, Eric Andres, Daniele Beauquier,
Valérie Berthé, Gilles Bertrand, Achille Braquelaire, Valentin E. Brimkov, Luc Brun, Jean-Marc Chassery,Michel Couprie, Alain
Daurat, FranciscoRamonFeitoHigueruela, Atsushi Imiya, ChristerO. Kiselman,WalterG. Kropatsch, Jacques-Olivier Lachaud,
Gregoire Malandain, Remy Malgouyres, Isabelle Sivignon, Imants Svalbe, Stina Svensson, and Laurent Vuillon.
We had very nice sunny weather on those late October days of DGCI 2006, unusual for that time of the year. The only
shadow cast on the conference was the fact that Attila Kuba, the General Chair of DGCI 2006, could not attend in person
due to his serious illness. He was active, nevertheless, and via email and phone he made sure everything went smoothly to
the last minute. And so it did. DGCI 2006 was a success. Just a few days later we all, still filled with vivid memories of the
meeting, were shocked by the tragic loss of Attila.
We dedicate this Special Issue to the memory of Attila Kuba, who brought DGCI to Szeged and made sure it became
a success, and who initiated this Special Issue. We also remember Oscar Figueiredo, member of the DGCI 2006 Program
Committee, who died a few months before the conference.
Dedication
We dedicate this Special Issue of Discrete Applied Mathematics to Attila Kuba, outstanding academic teacher, brilliant
scientist, and unforgettable, dear friend.
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